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utterly estranged. Its composition had naturally changed
with time. It had already, in 1673, passed the Test Act
excluding Papists from all public office. It was now pro-
ceeding with the impeachment of Danby. It had lost
all confidence in the King. For eighteen years this Pen-
sionary Parliament had served him loyally; now he and they
could go no farther together. Accordingly in January 1679
this second Long Parliament was dissolved. The King was
never to find so friendly a one again.
The election was fought in all the fury of the Popish Plot.
Shaftesbury and the Whig leaders, who had dreaded the dis-
solution, found themselves fortified by its results. The new
House of Commons made their one object the exclusion of
James or any other Popish prince from succession to the
throne. Till this should be the law they refused all supply.
Many were firmly persuaded that a deep design was on foot
to subvert the Protestant religion, to kill the King and crown
James in his stead. A pervasive propaganda was organized
that the King had really married Lucy Walter in his exile, and
that her son Monmouth, " our beloved Protestant Duke/*
was the rightful heir to the throne. The theory was inculcated
with the same vigour and had almost the same vogue as the
warming-pan myth of 1688. The King stood to his main
principles. He solemnly proclaimed the bastardy of Mon-
mouth : he resisted the Exclusion Bill with uncompromising
grit; but he found it expedient to send James out of the
kingdom even before Parliament reassembled.
In March, therefore, the Duke of York and his household
went into exile first at The Hague and then in Brussels,
taking up their abode in the same house in which Charles
had lived before the.Restoration, Churchill, therefore, had
scarcely returned to England when he had to set out again,
this time upon a melancholy pilgrimage. Sarah too was
fetched from Mintern with her small belongings, and joined
the forlorn party. By April James was reluctantly making
plans to settle in Brussels: " I fear/' he told Legge,
for the longer people are used to be without me, the harder it
will [be] in my mind [as I see it] to come back, and though I do
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